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seems very easy and obvious; take the Minister away from him, and prevent the ruin, that threatened both him and his country. I do not doubt, indeed, but the Minister would, during the operation, cry out, like Koan Tchong; you attack the King, you deface the King, you. wound the King through my sides, and would plead the Bang, as women do their bellies, to respite execution: but, surely, upon examination, a degree of sagacity, much inferior to that of matrons, would be sufficient to bring him in not quick with King, but a distinct and separate body, easily removed, without the least danger to the Sovereign.
Having fully discussed this allegory, I shall conclude with adopting one part of it, which is, that nothing is so much to be dreaded in a Government, as a Minister without virtue or merit, who gains the favour of his Prince; but with entirely rejecting the latter part, that one sees and laments it, but, out of regard to the Prince, one does not know how to remedy it; since that very regard for the Prince should excite one to endeavour it, and common sense points out the means of doing it, if there be but common honesty enough to put them in practice.